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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 1957 


Untrep States Senate, 
Suscommitrree To INvEsTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Security Act 
AND OrHeER INTERNAL Securirry Laws 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 12 noon, in room 313, 
United States Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C., Senator 
Roman L. Hruska presiding. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel, and Robert McManus, 
investigations analyst. 

Senator Hruska. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you 


are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth ¢ 


Father Gross. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF FATHER FULGENCE GROSS, 0. F. M. 


Mr. Morris. Father Gross, will you give your name and address 
to the reporter ‘ 

Father Gross. My name is Father Fulgence Gross, and my ad- 
dress—well, the address of my missionary headquarters is 1434 West 
5ist Street, Chicago 9, Ill. 

Mr. Morris. When were you born, Father Gross? 

Father Gross. I was born on October 11, 1903. 

Mr. Morris. In Omaha, Nebr. ? 

Father Gross. In Omaha, Nebr. 

Mr. Morris. And you and your family have lived in Omaha all 
your lives, have you not? 

Father Gross. Well, yes; the first 13 years of my life, and then I 
went to college and to the seminary and over to C ‘hina—my family 
always lived in Omaha. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you would give us, Father Gross, a brief 
sketch of your life and of your assignment as a priest to China, and 
incorporate in that summary the details surrounding your arrest, 
your life in prison, and events that relate to that particular period of 
your life? 

Father Gross. I was ordained to the priesthood at Teutopolis, TiL., 
in June of 1930. Having studied 1 year at Rome, 1931-382, I went 
to China in the autumn of 1932. After a period of study of the 
Chinese language, I was engaged in teaching in the minor seminary— 
training school for priests—at Han-kia-wuo, Shantung, in the mis- 
sion district of Chowtsun. 
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In September of 1940, I returned to the United States for the 
serious illness and, later, death of my mother. After the death of 
my mother, I preparedeto return to China and, in fact, had ship trans- 

ortation in November 1941. Because of the tense relation of the 
Cates with Japan, the United States Government canceled the pro- 

ed trip, and the possibility of returning to China was ruled out by 
earl Harbor. 

After the surrender of the Japanese in 1945, I prepared to return 
to China and, eventually, together with Rev. Roland Averbeck, 
O. F. M., and Rev. Cyril Wagner, O. F. M., landed in Shanghai in 
December 1946. ‘The two companions mentioned were also veterans 
of the Chowtsun mission. Father “eho eventually remained at 
our Franciscan mission procuration in Shanghai, while Father Aver- 
beck and myself took steps to get back to our mission field at Chowt- 
sun. Chowtsun lies on the railroad between Tsingtao and Tsinan, the 
capital of Shantung. I, myself, eventually landed in Tsingtao in 
February 1947, while Father Averbeck later managed to locate himself 
at Tsinan. We both waited for opportunities to get into the interior, 
he toward the east and I to the west. 

I never did get back into the interior of Shantung because the Com- 
munists and Nationalists were making that the scene of their battles, 
Around 1947 and 1948, the Communists had finally occupied many 
sections of Shantung, including our Chowtsun mission. Tsinan, the 
capital, too, was taken. Tsingtao and the surrounding towns re- 
mained in the hands of the Nationalists for some time yet, no doubt 
due to the fact that the bulk of the Nationalist troops were stationed 
there under the protection of the American Navy, Army, and Marines. 
The coastal cities like Tsingtao and Shanghai were the last targets of 
the Communist drive. 

Father Roland Averbeck evacuated from Tsinan before the capture 
of that city, and later returned to America. Alone with me at Tsing- 
tao was Bishop Henry Pinger, O. F. M., the bishop of the Chowtsun 
mission. Since return to the interior was out of the question, we pur- 
chased a large house in Tsingtao, where we resided with some of the 
Chinese priests of our district. We were refugees from our mission 
and guests of the bishop of Tsingtao, Bishop Olbert, S. V. D., a Ger- 
man. The whole of the Tsingtao mission was in the hands of the 
German S. V. D. Fathers. S. V. D. stands for the Society of the 
Divine Word. This society has a central house, also, in the United 
States of America at Techny, Il. 

In Tsingtao, Bishop Pinger and myself remained until our arrest 
by the Communists. At the time, the American Navy and Marines 
and the Air Force were stationed there. The last American consul 
at Tsingtao was O. Hawthorne, aided by Vice Consul George Heins. 
The consulate was closed in 1950, and the entire staff left Tsingtao 
sometime that year, 1950. 

While I was in Tsingtao, I engaged in various religious activities 
for the American servicemen. I got to know many Navy and Marine 
officers and the personnel of the various American agencies. Further- 
more, I took over the leftovers of the various charitable relief organi- 
zations, especially the Catholic welfare. 

The Communists took over the city of Tsingtao, June 2, 1949, without 
a single shot being fired by the opposition. The American Navy had 
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already evacuated a month or so before the takeover. The Chinese 
Nationalist Army vamoosed 2 days before the entry of the Com- 
munists. Its behavior was typical, but it is not for me, a Catholic 
missionary, to write a dissertation on the tactics and strategy of 
war. 

Bishop Pinger and myself remained in Tsingtao, and that of our 
own free will. The United States Government had given us all the 
necessary warnings and the facilities, ample facilities, for getting out 
in due time. However, we stayed, realizing and accepting the conse- 
quences of our stubbornness. There were several Protestant mission- 
aries who remained with us, notably the young Mr. Paul Mackensen, 
of the Lutheran mission, who, too, eventually found himself a boarder 
in the prisons of the Chinese people’s government. 

During the whole time of the so-called liberation of Tsingtao, from 
June 2, 1949, on, I moved about freely within the city, traveling here 
and there in my jeep, delivering relief supplies to the many foreigners 
of all nationalities, and to many Chinese, all in need of support. 
Many, too, would come to my house for help in their difficulties. 

Like the other foreign residents in Tsingtao, I had to go, on several 
occasions, to the foreign bureau for registration, for quizzes, and what 
have you. On at least two occasions, the authorities came to give our 
house the once-over; they seemed most interested in wire connections 
and our radios. That they were secretly watching my house, especially 
during the several months prior to my arrest, was no secret to me. 
Especially we missionaries were spotted men; that we would sooner 
or later land in jail was a foregone conclusion. In fact, not too long 
before the blow struck, the local Chinese paper had articles intimating 
that the foreigners in Tsingtao under the guise of religion were noth- 
ing else but “t’o-wu” (special agents) and spies. 

Like all expected things, my arrest did come as a surprise. It was 
sudden and without any definite, proximate warning. From conversa- 
tions with my Chinese friends and help, I could deduce that my des- 
tination was a Communist cell. It was just a matter of when. 

I was arrested March 29, 1951. I had hardly retired for the night, 
when a group of Communist police and guards, well armed with 
bayonets and pistols, found their way through the outside gate into my 
room and the rest of the house. It was around 11 p.m. Guards sta- 
tioned themselves throughout the house and the yard, to make any 
flight impossible. It was all wasted precaution; neither I nor Bishop 
Pinger and the few Chinese in the house had any intentions of ever 
fleeing, even if we could. All were asleep at the time. The Commu- 
nists have a predilection of arresting “counterrevolutionists” in the 
dead of night. Are they really convinced of the uprightness of their 
cause ? y make bones about arresting wicked men openly ? 

I was directed back into my room, which some of the police officials 
had taken over, after making me sit in the parlor in my bathrobe. 
A slip of official paper was thrust before my eyes—no doubt an official 
warrant for my arrest. I did not bother to glance at it. I was not 
told the why and wherefore of the arrest; I was merely told to get 
dressed, was handcuffed and led out through the yard through a row 
of bayonets into a jeep and then scooted away to jail. I never returned 
to that house. I know from my companion, Bishop Pinger, that he 
was, later that night, rounded up with the Chinese occupants and made 
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to live in the parlor room for some days and then the house in its 
entirety was confiscated. My rooms—in fact the whole house—were 
thoroughly searched while they were locked in the parlor room for 
several days. 

What passed from the night of arrest to my release, 6 years later, 
would be material for a large tome. But in this brief sketch of main 
points, I omit all this. 

Suffice it to say that, throughout these 6 years, I learned to know, 
just a little, the caliber of the men who are out to reform the world. 
In my innocence I had imagined that in a day or two I would be 
released, since they would find out that I was no spy: they would find 
out their mistake, so I thought, and, without any proof of espionage in 
their hands, they would give me back my freedom. How little did I 
understand communistic tactics and aims. How greatly does the 
world at large, and America especially, underrate the Communist 
threat. “Apathetic” might be a good adjective to describe our atti- 
tude toward their ideology. Or does America really understand that 
communism is diabolic? I learned this fact with a vengeance during 
my first encounter with the head cadres of the Communists in 
Tsingtao. 

The first 2 or 3 weeks of my imprisonment, and that was in solitary, 
were spent in the courtrooms amidst interrogations and accusations, 
which might be summed up with the word “diabolical sophistry” ; and 
soon I began to realize that I was up before men possessed by the devil. 
I will not relate the physical and mental tortures I went through all 
these months of the first year. Let me only remark that those who 
too readily condemn our American soldiers who found their way into 
Communist prisons and made confessions or who even might have 
revealed secrets committed to them, should themselves pass just 
1 month in a Communist prison and court. Let these armchair tac- 
ticians and judges understand that Communist methods are diabolic. 
I will gladly elaborate on this point before any committee with a view 
to getting a release from prison for these unfortunate turncoats or a 
restoration to their former status in case of a demotion. 

After 10 days, I was condemned to be executed; the time of execu- 
tion was to be told me later. The execution, I was told, would not 
entail the wasting of a bullet, but slow painful torture; what had gone 
on before, they said, was mere child’s play compared to this execution. 
With this threat of a pleasant future over my head, I was committed 
repeatedly to trial and interrogations and I use the word “repeatedly” 
in a charitable manner. All sorts of ruses and tricks were used to 
make me confess to crimes. The accusations were many and varied, 
but I might sum them up in this manner: 

{, this American missionary, was sent over by the American FBI to 
gather and forward information under the guise of religion. For a 
slightly detailed account of these accusations, as well as my trials, I 
refer to the account I gave to the American consulate at Hong Kong, 
which I know was forwarded to Washington. 

sishop Pinger was arrested 4 months after me, namely August 3, 
1951, and Mr. Paul Mackensen, Jr., the following year. Both men 
were held in the same prison building with me in Tsingtao, but we 
never saw one another. We never got to talk with one another until 
several years later, namely, the spring of 1956. None of us had as yet 
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received any sentence. Our sentences first came on October 28, 1955. 
Note this date. 

The agreement made between the American Ambassador, Mr. John- 
son, and the Chinese Red Ambassador, Mr. Wang, at Geneva, regard- 
ing the return of nationals, was signed September 10, 1955, I believe. 
We were not told of this until 10 days later, namely, September 20, 
1955, when we were given—individually, of course, since till this time 
we had no contact with one another—the Chinese copy of the agree- 
ment, which was also translated for us. Were we included in this 
agreement? That remained to be seen. After that our cases were 
hurriedly revised and settled, and I received my indictment October 
27 and the next day was sentenced to 6 years, retroactive. Incidental- 
ly, the sentences of the other Americans in Shanghai were given 
around the same date, October 28, 1955. 

I understand from my relatives in Omaha, that around October 
25, 1955, they heard over the radio, “Father Fulgence Gross was put 
under house arrest.” First of all, it was not house arrest, but actual 
imprisonment behind bars and it was not in 1955, but March 28, 
1951. Let all those who read this make their own deductions. 

On the day after our sentence before the people’s court, we three, 
Bishop Pinger, Mr. Mackensen and myself, were hurriedly removed 
from Tsingtao to the large prison on Ward Road, Shanghai. On the 
train to Tsingtao to Shanghai, we saw one another for the first time, 
but were not permitted to talk to one another, not even look at one 
another. Arrived in Shanghai, October 31, 1955, we were committed 
individually to different cells, having a Chinese prisoner as com- 
panion. 

In the spring of 1956, we American prisoners were given leniency. 
We were put together and lived thus till the end. It was then for the 
first time that I learned about the persons and fate of other Amer- 
icans in China. 

These Americans were: 

1. Reverend Clifford, S. J., California, 3 years’ sentence; released 
June 1956. 

2. Rev. T. Phillips, S. J., California, 3 years; released June 1956. 

3. Bishop Pinger, O. F. M., Nebraska, 5 years’ sentence; released 
August 1956. 

4. Mr. Paul Mackensen, Jr., Baltimore, 5 years’ sentence; released 
March 7, 1957. 

5. Rev. Fulgence Gross, O. F. M., Nebraska, 6 years’ sentence; 
released March 28, 1957. 

6. Rev. Charles McCarthy, S. J., California, 4 years; to be released 
June 14, 1957. 

7. Rev. John Houle, S. J., California, 4 years; to be released June 
14, 1957. 

8. Rev. Cyril Wagner, O. F. M., Pittsburgh, 5 years; to be relased 
June 14, 1958. 

9. Rev. J. McCormick, M. M., Maryknoll, N. Y., 5 years; to be re- 
leased June 14, 1958. 

10. Mr. Hugh Redmond, New York, life sentence. 

In May and June 1956, we 10 Americans were removed from the 
large Chinese prison on Ward Road, Shanghai, to a private 2-storied 
house in the western section of Shanghai, where we lived under house 
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arrest. On the whole, life there was more pleasant. We were indeed 
prisoners, having guards with us all the time, but we were permitted 
to associate with one another, given better food and living quarters. 
The local Chinese newspaper was given us to read, except when ma- 
terial not fit for our minds was contained therein—for example, the 
Hungarian affair. 

From this house of custody were released, to present date, Reverend 
Clifford, S. J., June 15, 1956; Rev. T. Phillips, S. J., Jume 15, 1956; 
Bishop Pinger, O. F. M., August 3, 1956; Mr. Paul Mackensen, Jr., 
March 7, 1957; and Rev. Fulgence Gross, O. F. M., March 28, 1957. 

We were taken from the house of custody by auto, a half hour’s ride, 
to the prison on Ward Road, and given official release papers. Then 
we were on our Own. 

I, myself, stayed in Shanghai for about a week, a guest of the 
British consul, Mr. Pullen. He arranged transportation for me by 
ship to Hong Kong, where I landed April 7, 1957. In Hong Kong 
I visited the American consulate, which has received my report. 

From Hong Kong I flew to San Francisco, where I landed May 4, 
1957. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Father Gross, while you were in prison I wonder 
if you would tell us what material you had to read ? 

Father Gross. In the first part of my confinement—let us call it 
that—I had nothing to read, because there was no time, other than 
the constant trials, back and forth from my cell, and as I was in the 
trials I had to write and write and rewrite and rewrite. 

But after, I would say, 3 months, they gave us an English magazine, 
all propaganda, People’s China, and it was articles about new China 
under the Reds; all propaganda. 

Added to that later on was the English-Russian magazine, I think 
it is called New Times. I believe several of them—this was the first. 
I read it in English to occupy my time and also get some news items— 
T had no idea what was going on in the world. 

Outside of those magazines I would participate in the several study 
periods—and then they were giving us the daily Chinese newspaper, 
Tsingtao People’s Daily. 

At a later period of time they gave us China Reconstructs, which 
isa magazine. Those are the magazines once in a while they gave me. 

And they gave me—well, there was one book that they gave me for 
the purpose of trying to convince me—oh, no, it was not a translation, 
it was a Chinese book about how the Vatican—how it was the tool of 
American imperialists. 

I took it to my room and glanced through some of the paragraphs, 
and if it was not so blasphemous—it was really a joke, to me, the 
arguments that they used to prove their points; they were so ridicu- 
lous to a man who had had philosophy and theology; and I enjoyed 
the translation by the Chinese. 

And later they asked what I thought about it. In other words, was 
I convinced? I said, “I am an intelligent man”—and later on, dur- 
ing my trials, they taunted me with that “intelligent man.” 

Outside of that, I got various Chinese books and the Chinese trans- 
lation of a Russian book written by some reporter who came, I think, 
to America in 1952 or so and wrote an account of America. Well, 
that was laughable, too. I read the book because I could brush up 
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on my Chinese, and the title of that book was, “America, The Enemy 
Of All Peoples.” This is, by the way, one of the things in it: that 
80 percent—mind you, this was in 1952 or so—that 80 percent of the 
Americans—let me see how to translate it—hadn’t enough to eat, not 
enough clothes to keep warm. 

Those are some of the books I had during this time. 

Mr. Morris. I think, Father Gross, you mentioned yesterday that 
they gave you the Communist Daily Worker ¢ ' 

Father Gross. Yes; later on; when we were given our year of 
leniency, we got the Daily Worker, unless, of course, it contained 
things we weren’t supposed to know; for example, the Hungarian 
revolt—we knew nothing about that. 

Mr. Morris. You mean you would get the Daily Worker, but cer- 
tain editions withheld ¢ 

Father Gross. We did for awhile, except when things were in 
there that we were not supposed to know. 

Mr. Morris. They cut it out? 

Father Gross. No; they didn’t give it to us; we didn’t get all the 
numbers. We asked for them in order to have something to read— 
to read the sports news and get an idea of what was going on in the 
world; and of course we enjoyed the articles as a joke, to comment on 
those. We got those very rarely, and if we did get a batch of them 
there would be usually 1 or 2 of the numbers missing—but those 
papers were cut off toward the end. That is because the Hungarian 
affair was coming up and we were anxious to know what was going 
on. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Father Gross, was that the Daily Worker that is 
published in New York City ¢ 

Father Gross. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. You have no idea how they got it out, do you? 

Father Gross. Oh, yes, they were sent to them, they received it. It 
was sent to China. 

Mr. Morris. By air, or how was it? 

Father Gross. I don’t know, because when we got them they were 
already sent and, except for what we weren’t supposed to know, they 
were given to us. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know what time had elapsed, from that time 
and their dates ? 

Father Gross. Oh, yes; I would say it was a good month or so. 

Mr. Morris. A month after the event ? 

Father Gross. The issues we would get would be a month and a 
half, or 2 months late, but that does not mean they didn’t come; they 
could have come within a month, if not 2 weeks. 

Mr. Morris. Now, were there any other publications, such as Na- 
tional Guardian, or something like that ? 

Father Gross. National Guardian wasn’t given to us; no. The only 
American paper—is this an American paper—was the Daily Work- 
er. We got the Russian magazines, that is, the New Times, and one 
called The News, which had articles and pictures in it, and their own 
local papers—the Tsingtao paper, the Shanghai paper, and the Pe- 
king local paper. That is about all we got—those picture magazines. 

r. Morris. How about the John Powell China Monthly Review? 

Father Gross. We got that only once. I got that away back in 1953, 
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I would say. The interpreter handed me one copy of that in which 
it tried to prove a point, and read an article that had something to 
do with religious freedom. 

Mr. Morris. How many years altogether were you confined in 
prison / 

Father Gross. Six years. 

Mr. Morris. Now, was there any physical torture employed against 
you, Father Gross? 

“ather Gross. Yes; there was quite a bit of physical torture applied 
tome. The first day was really one day of continuous torture. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us about that ? 

Father Gross. Well, there were manacles, on hand and foot. I had 
handcuffs and chains on my leg; those I had for a period of 3 months. 
And later on, after 3 years, I got the handcuffs back because they 
couldn’t get me to become a spy for them, against the American 
Government. 

Mr. Morris. Do you mean they tried to make you a spy? 

Father Gross. Oh, yes. It is a long story. I made a wonderful 
“spy.” You would be surprised. I had to, to save myself, and I had 
wonderful stories for them. 

Mr. Morris. You did no spying for them? 

Father Gross. Absolutely not. 

Mr. Morris. All right. 

Father Gross. What were we talking about? 

Mr. Morris. How they tried to make you a spy. 

Father Gross. Oh, yes, how they tried to make me a spy. But that 
was—oh, the torture; that was before. 

The first 10 days I was sleeping in the garage with straps, and with 
the sword put against my neck, threatening that if I would not con- 
fess being a spy I would lose my head. And later on they wrung my 
ear off. They worked at it for quite a long time, and then they got 
tired of it. They were all bloody and tired, so they gave it up as a bad 
job but I couldn’t sleep on my ear for 2 years. 

Mr. Morris. Because of the beating? 

Father Gross. No; it healed up, but, you see, the cartilages—it is 
still there, the pulp is broken. It did not affect my ear; I mean the 
hearing. 

And they twisted back my thumb and fingers until they were swollen, 
and were swollen for quite a long time; and they pressed tight my 
manacles, the handcuffs, so they cut into my flesh. 

After this was the standing torture, where for a total of 3 days 
and 3 nights at 2 different periods I was standing with no sleep or 
rest. And on other occasions, during my trial, I was standing against 
the wall, because during the trial we had to stand against the wall 
facing the judge, and he would pound my head against the wall. That 
in general—there were some other things, too, that aren’t fit for publi- 
cation, that I wouldn’t tell even in the presence of men only. 

Mr. Morrts. In other words, these were atrocities performed against 
you? 
~ Father Gross. These were atrocities performed against me. 

Mr. Morris. And they were so unspeakable you could not even put 
them in the record ? 
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Father Gross. I cannot put them in the record, but you can men- 
tion them; put it that way. There were things indescribable—about 
coming to the room and kicking me—in fact, I was told that, until I 
realized my crime and my thoughts had changed, I was not one of 
what they call] “the people”; I was a dog, and would be treated like 
a dog until I became one of the “jen min”—good men. These were 
“the people’—human beings, civilians, persons you might say—and 
then I would be treated gently. 

This rough treatment lasted 3 months more and then I got better 
treatment ; but, even then, later on at times, they tried it—the wearing- 
out treatment continued until I became rather obstinate, which I was. 
[ told them off. Well, they would say, “We will get that German 
stubbornness out of you,” and I said, “Try it. 

Then there were other things, too. After a 2-month period I was 
given into the hands of my fel llow prisoners, six om them—mind you, 
they were prisoners, but they would get merit by “helping” me, sav ing 
me from my thoughts, and maybe I would confess my crime. So 
they were given free rein to do what they wanted with me. 

That was almost worse than what I had before the judges. Of 
course, that was put on record; the Government will deny that they 
knew anything about it, but we know they did. The Government 
announced before the whole prison, through a loudspeaker, that they 
did not know these—you might say, “atrocities”—irregularities were 
going on between prisoners themselves; they absolved themselves of 
that. 

But I know that they gave me into their hands and they subjected 
me to humilating tortures—humiliating. I was beaten with their 
shoes, and beaten with their fists, and they would make me crawl 
around on the ground like a horse and ride me like a horse. 

And we had one prisoner that had a skin disease for 11 years. He 
had been a prisoner; he had charge of the room, and his body was 
awful, with sores and scabs—in fact, he couldn’t walk without the 
scabs falling off. Now, the other prisoners, in order to have fun, 
would rub the serum, the pus of the sores, all over my face. 

Mr. Morris. Who would do that, Father ? 

Father Gross. Fellow prisoners who were supposed to be “helping” 
me—but I can say almost with a certainty—that is, a 90-percent cer- 
tainty—that the Government knew this was going on. 

Mr. Morris. Why did the other prisoners do that ‘ 

Father Gross. As I said, because they were supposed to help me 
confess my crime. In order to make me confess my crime, they sub 
jected me to these tortures. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, they were acting for the jailers 4 

Father Gross. They were really acting for the j jailers. 

Mr. Morris. Were they Chinese or Americans / 

Father Gross, All Chinese. 

Mr. Morris. Were there any Americans incarcerated there 

Father Gross. No Americans in my prison. I didn’t see any Amer 
icans until the last year of my imprisonment, when all Americans were 
put together. 

Mr. Morris. Where was that, Father Gross? ' 

Father Gross. In Shanghai. And I saw no Americans—in fact, 
Bishop Pinger, an American from Nebraska, was 5 years in prison, 
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the same prison with me. He was taken 4 months after me, and was 
in the same prison building that I was, but I never saw him, nor did 
I talk to him. No; we were kept separate, only lacking the 1-year 
leniency given to us, which was called the “year of fattening.” That 
was the year in which we Americans in Tsingtao and Shanghai got 
together and lived in a house of custody where we received better 
treatment, better food, and better facilities. 

I think that would cover the torture part of it. But what was 
worse was the mental torture, the constant interrogations and trials, 
and going back to the room and havi ing to think over your crime, and 
having to write your “confessions” and have these confessions—your 
manuscript—revised by the authorities, and you had to rewrite them 
and appear before the trial again, and there were accusations brought 
against me, and I denied them, and they twisted my words—all of the 
constant mental torture of interrogations which lasted 6 or 7 hours, 
often through the night, and not one time, but in many cases. It was 
all mental torture—there really wasn’t any peace for 3 years—and 
then I was allowed my room, and there were no more court trials, and 
then I was given a little more material to read. 

And then came the second period, in which they tried to make a spy 
out of me. They worked on that for a whole year, preparing me, giv- 
ing me the Chinese papers that had accounts of our American fliers 
and prisoners in Korea—their testimony, their confessions—in fact 
they wanted me to make recordings of my written statement, and tried 
to have me become their spy. 

Of course, they didn’t tell me in so many words. I just figured it 
out, what they were after, until finally they came out pointblank and 
said, “In order to be released—your crimes are so many and so great 
that we cannot release you unconditionally—you must do some meri- 
torious act.” 

Well, I didn’t know what that act was—and I had to play with 
them—lI always lost—one man pitted against all these judges who 
could brief themselves, go out and have meetings, and come back and 
keep me for hours. 

Finally I could divine from their remarks that they wanted me 
to beaspy. If I should get out, I should find out certain things they 
wanted. 

Mr. Morris. Now, did you notice, while you were in China, any 
Chinese who were working with the American Government in China 
who you had reason to believe were helping the Chinese Communists 

Father Gross. Well, I just know this from hearsay—I think I have 
it reliable—but I know this fact: that when the Communists came in 
1949, June 2, they set u 

Mr. Morris. When t ey came to what city ? 

Father Gross. Into Tsingtao. They set up their agencies, and 
there was one bureau for foreigners for registration and so on, and 
these men spoke English—naturally they had to—and Russian, be- 
cause there were many Russians also; and one of the men in charge 
of the English-speaking foreigners, I was told and was quite certain, 
had formerly been in the em 4 of the American consulate some- 
where up in north China, an r the American consul left north 
China this man stayed in China add joined up with his own group. 
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Then in another case, closer to me: In the American consulate in 
Tsingtao there were, as is natural, Chinese help—men who were 
working in the office—and one man particularly I know of stayed 
behind, “naturally, after the American consulate closed up and had to 
leave China. After a remark he made to another American in China 
we were quite convinced or rather—we can’t say absolutely that he 
was one of them before, but if he had not been before he was now 
working for them and trying to get information about us Americans 
still in China, because he knew so much about me and my activities, 
especially in Catholic welfare work and all that, even though he had 
never contacted me after the consul left. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Father Gross, do you feel that the Chinese Com- 
munists have a plan whereby they are trying to have us lower the 
embargo against trade with them ? 

Father Gross. I don’t know anything on that, about whether they 
have a plan or not. I can just say this: From their papers, local 
papers, they are always speaking against America. The embargo 
hurts them and they are always trying to show the Chinese people 
what they call a contradiction in the capitalistic world, especially in 
America, England, and France. But I couldn’t give any definite 
proof—to get ; facts to prove that they are trying to make us let down 
on the embs irgo. I am myself convinced of that, but I could not give 
you any valid : arguments to prove it. 

Mr. Morris. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record, following which, at 12:45 p. m., the 
hearing was concluded.) 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 20, 1957 


Unirep States SENATE, 
SuscomMi1tee To INvesTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Security Act 
AND OruerR LyrerNav Security Laws, 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE J UDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:40 a. m., in room 
318, Senate Office Building, Senator Roman L. Hruska presiding. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; William A. Rusher, 
associate counsel; Benjamin Mandel, research director. 

Senator Hruska. The committee will come to order. This is a 
regularly called meeting of the Internal Security Subcommittee and 
we have present here today a delegation of six visiting clergymen, 
clergymen from Europe. As I understand it, they are here under 
the sponsorship of Dr. McIntire and the Reverend Harland O’Dell of 
the American Council of Christian Churches. The summer season 
has seen a number of delegations from Europe visiting here in Amer- 
ica. The Internal Security Subcommittee is taking advantage of 
their being here and has invited several of them as they have this 
morning to appear before this committee with the view in mind of 
perhaps learning some of the things that are in their knowledge and 
which might bear upon the work of this committee in the field of 
internal security. 

So at the very outset I want to welcome this delegation and will 
now ask as to who is the first witness ? 

Mr. Morris. I think Dr. McIntire, we have arranged it so that Dr. 
Slokensbergs will be the first witness. 

Will you come forward and take a seat at the table? 

Senator Hruska. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which 
you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Dr. Stoxenpercs. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Will you identify yourself for the public record ? 

What is your name? 


TESTIMONY OF REV. ROBERT SLOKENBERGS, REFUGEE PASTOR OF 
THE LATVIAN EVANGENICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN EXILE, 
LONDON, ENGLAND 


Dr. Stoxensercs. My name is Slokenbergs, Robert Jacob Sloken- 
bergs. I am a Latvian pastor. I was pastor in Rujiena-North, and 
now I am pastor in London of the Latvian Lutheran Church, 
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Mr. Morris. You reside, therefore, in London / 

Dr. SLoKenserGs. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. When did you come to the United States? 

Dr. SLOKENBERGS. Six weeks ago. 

Mr. Morris. When did you leave Latvia ‘ 

Dr. SLOKENBERGS. 1944. 

Mr. Morris. And have you been in touch with the conditions in 
Latvia since that time? 

Dr. Stoxenpercs. Yes. I am receiving letters recently, the last, 
114 to2 years ago. I am receiving letters from my parishioners and 
also some relatives. 

Mr. Morris. And you have talked with people coming out of Latvia 
all during the intervening years, have you not ? 

I am trying to qualify you as to what you know about conditions in 
Latvia at this time. 

Dr. Stoxensercs. I know from the letters that I received and I 
met Archbishop Turs 2 years ago in London. As I know him person- 
ally, I talked to him and he tells about the conditions and what their 
elections are about now and the new constitution and so I was inter- 
ested to know concerning the life in Latvia and I got the news in that 
way. 

Mr. Morris. In what other way do you keep in touch with condi- 
tions in Latvia ? 

Dr. StoKkeNBeERGs. I am getting also letters and then we are sending 
to the Latvian Church parcels to help our people there. We have to 

yay the duty in London for Russians but nevertheless we are sending 
cooanena they are living in very, very poor conditions, too poor condi- 
tions to say. 

Mr. Morris. Have you prepared a statement for your appearance 
here before the subcommittee ? 

Dr. Stoxensercs. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Will you now read the statement ? 

Senator, the statements that will be read this morning by these 4 
witnesses are comparatively short. I think they run approximately 
2 pageseach. As the statements are read, Senator, I can break in from 
time to time and ask questions. 

Senator Hruska. That would be well. You may proceed. 

Dr. Stoxensercs. The Russian Reds invaded Latvia on the 17th of 
June 1940. The next Sunday was the last broadcast of the Latvian 
church services. To broadcast the church services was not any more 
allowed. They destroyed the newly printed Latvian Lutheran 
Church hymn books, approximately 100,000 copies, At that time 
they were in the printing premises and had not vet been bound. 

Soon all properties, also all church properties were nationalized, 
including church buildings. The pastors and other church workers 
had to leave their homes and find private rooms. There were also some 
exceptions for clergymen to remain in their homes if they were willing 
to cooperate with the local authorities. 

Mr. Morris. You therefore left Latvia in 1944? 

Dr. Stoxenseres. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. So you lived under the conditions you described for a 
period of 4 years from 1940 when the Soviets came in and until 1944 
when you left. 

Dr. Stoxensercs. Yes, I lived at that time in Latvia. 
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Some of the pastors were invited to the NK VD, that was at that 
time the name of the secret police. If they returned from there, 
they had promised and did become informers. Every week they had 
to arrive at some place and give information which they had heard 
from their parishioners. There were many arrests, and people dis- 
appeared from the streets and nobody has seen them since. 

The first large-scale arrest and deportations were made in the 
night, from the 13th of June to the 14th, 1941, when 35,000 Latvians 
were deported. On that night my two brothers and their families 
were arrested and taken to stations. The men were put in separate 
trains and the women and children in other trains. The trains left 
for different destinations and the families never met again. Both of 
my brothers died in Siberian concentration camps. 

Senator Hruska. How did you learn of your brothers’ destination 
and their eventual death ¢ 

Dr. Stoxensercs. I received a letter from my eldest brother’s 
daughter and she wrote they had never been seen after being taken to 
the station; they had never seen their father but they know that he 
died in 1941. 

Senator Hruska. How did they get the news? 

How did they have contact with those camps in Siberia ? 

Dr. Sroxenseres. They returned after 8 years to Latvia and from 
there or somewhere else but there is definitely news because they told 
that somebody had been at the burial, but she couldn’t trace now where 
he is. My elder brother died in 1942. 

Senator Hruska. But, of course, you didn’t know about that until 
years later? 

Dr. SLOKENBERG. No; only recently 2 years ago I received the news. 

Senator Hruska. But during those years following the deporta- 
tion of these people there were no reports that used to come back and 
forth regularly. It was not until years later that you found these 
things out; is that right ? 

Dr. SLokensercs. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hruska. Thank you. 

Dr. Stoxenseres. The greatest deportations took place in 1949, 
when approximately 200,000 Latvians were deported. ‘The most ac 
tive, and pastors with great influence in their parishes, were deported 
and some killed, if they were not fortunate enough to escape. 

And so the Latvian church lost, deported and killed, 53 pastors out 
of 250 before the Russian invasion; 130 escaped to Western Europe 
and the United States. Of the rest of the pastors, approximately 70, 
the Communists organized a new Latvian Lutheran Chureh with 
new church constitution. 

The Government imposed on the church Archbishop Gustav Turs, 
pastor in Bauska. Later he was accepted by the so-called synod. The 
synod had only 1 ballot before it, with 1 name. 

The archbishop appoints pastors or, as he himself declared to me in 
London in 1955, we give to the parish 2 candidates and the church 
council elects 1 of these 2 candidates. These two candidates had 
previously been approved by the Government and were acce pts able in 
that to the Communists. We do not call that free elections. There is 
no freedom of religion in Latvia under the Communists. All the 
parishes are controlled by the Government or NK VD—that is, the 
secret police. 
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No Sunday schools, no youth organizations. Only services are 
allowed where the pastor should praise the Government from time to 
time. In every service there are agents who are listening and report 
back to the secret police. 

Neither the Archbishop Gustav Turs, whom I know personally, 
nor other pastors, nor the church councils are free. They are tools 
in the Communists’ hands. 

These tools, amongst them the Latvian Archbishop Gustav Turs, 
have been sent to peace conferences of the World Peace Council, also 
to visit England upon the invitation of the World Council of 
Churches in 1955, where they were the guests of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 

Last year, Bishop Turs was among the group of eight clergymen 
that came to the United States from Moscow as the guests ‘of the 
National Council of Churches. 

Mr. Morris. Is Bishop Turs due to come to the United States 
again, do you know! Is Bishop Turs due to come to the United 
States again ? 

Dr. Stokensercs. Yes; that is the information. He is coming to 
Minneapolis Lutheran World Conference in August 15 to 25. 

Mr. Morris. Of this year? 

Dr. Stoxenperes. Yes. They have to persuade Western Kurope 
and the Christians in the United States that under Communist rule 
the churches are free. These men undermine and destroy the Chris- 
tian church in the free world. If Archbishop Turs shall tell a single 
phrase which is not approved by his Red masters, he will find him- 
self on the way to Siberia or will be killed, as others from the very 
beginning of the Russian occupation in Latvia. The archbishop has 
increasingly become a proponent of the Russian cause. Archbishop 
Turs has recently attended a conference in Liselund, Denmark, where 
he represented the Communist cause. 

The archbishop is not supported by the Latvian church people. 
They call him a traitor. When he takes part in services in Latvia, 
the churches are empty, of course, if the slave workers in kolkhozes 
(collective farms) have not been organized by the Government party 
officials to attend the churches on occasions when some foreign visitors 
are there. This is what they have done when representatives of the 
churches from the United States, Western Germany, or other church 
leaders from western lands have visited Latvia. 

The crowds are fake crowds. It is very easy to fill a church; slave 
workers have to go. The Communists have their slave workers sup- 
port these chure h leaders who are their representatives. 

The archbishop and pastors in Latvia are selling their church to 
Communist dictators for clergy salaries and houses where they now 
live. These pastors are actually slave pastors. Archbishop Turs is 
their leader, and is paid by the Government. Archbishop Turs is 
scheduled to come to the United States and attend the Third As- 
sembly of the Lutheran World Federation in Minneapolis, August 
15-25. Archbishop Turs does not represent the Latvian church of 
the Latvian people; yet, churches in the free world are using him, 
honoring him, recognizing him as an esteemed Christian le: ider and 
his influence is being advanced in behalf of the Communist program 
of peaceful coexistence with the West. 
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Senator Hruska. Now, Reverend Slokenbergs, you speak about 
the churches actually being empty except on these special occasions 
when they force the ‘people to go there? 

Dr. Siroxensercs. No, sir. That is what I got information and 
also letters concerning Archbishop Turs, because he is a traitor who 
has sold the church to the Russians. 

Otherwise if there is a local pastor holding the services, the churches 
are full because that is the only place to go to pray and for a moment 
to be free from all difficulties. 

Senator Hruska. But it is only when the archbishop officiates that 
they do not go there. 

Dr. Stoxenneras. Yes, that is a demonstration. I have three 
letters from different districts who wrote and said we don’t like 
Archbishop Turs. I know in my parish, there is a pastor and he is 
holding services in the church and the attendance is quite good and 
they have nothing against him, because they feel he is a prisoner, too. 
But when Archbishop Turs starts to represent Latvia and helping 
the Russians to say how free the Latvian church is, from that time 
they opposed him. 

Senator Hruska. How is the church supported there? It is sup- 
ported by the Government or it is supported by the people volun- 
tarily financially ? 

Dr. Stoxenseres. Most of the support is coming from Government 
because the people are too poor to support. The salary of the people 
is to buy two stamps to send a letter to England or America, that is a 
day’s salary. They are getting salaries from the are hbishop’s church 
board and the board is getting the salaries from the Government be- 
cause they support the Government. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Slokenbergs, you have prepared a short summary 
of your education and experience and you have submitted that to the 
committee, have you not? 

Dr. SLoKENBERGS. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Is that an accurate account of your education and 
background / 

Dr. SLOKENBERGS. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. May I have this statement go into the record at this 
point, Senator ? 

Senator Hruska. Yes. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 478” and reads 
as follows:) 

Exursit No. 478 


Rorert JAcon SLOKENBERGS 


Nationality: Latvian. 
Denomination: Lutheran. 
Personal data: Born October 23, 1898, in Latvia, Bauska District. Married. 
Children : —. 
Education : 
(Gimnasium) in Jurjev and Jelgava, Bauska. 
The University of Riga, Faculty (or department) of Theology. Finished 
in May, 1924, as Lic. Theol. 
Studied practical theology at the University in Marburg a den Lahn 
(Germany) in 1930 and 1981, summer semesters. 
dxperience : 
Ordained October 26, 1924. 
Elected as pastor in parish of Dzukste and Irlava, November, 1924. 











4362 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


Elected to parish in Rujiena North in 1928 and introduced there May 12, 
1929. 

1940: Deported from Rujiena North by the Communists. 

1941: Returned to Rujiena North after Germany invaded Latvia. 

1942: Deported from Rujiena North by the German Gestapo Police. 

1944: Escaped in fisherman’s boat to Sweden. 

1944-45: Organized the Latvian churches in southern part of Sweden. 

1945 : October 11, was established in London, Latvian Lutheran Church in 
Great Britain. Elected as pastor to that parisb, and still pastor of that 
parish which consists of over 800 members. 

Senator Hruska. The next witness. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Veem. 

Senator Hruska. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are 
about to give will be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the 
truth so help you God? 

Dr. Verem. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF REV. KONRAD VEEM, ESTONIA, PASTOR OF THE 
ESTONIAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN EXILE, STOCK- 
HOLM, SWEDEN 


Mr. Morris. Give your name and address to the reporter. 

Dr. Verm. Konrad Veem, I am Pastor of the Estonian Lutheran 
Church and at present my parish is in Stockholm, Sweden. It con- 
sists of Estonian refugees. 

Mr. Morris. Where were you born? 

Dr. Veem. In Tallinn, Estonia. 

Mr. Morris. When did you leave Estonia? 

Dr. Verem. 1944, in September. 

Mr. Morris. And at that time Estonia had been occupied for years 
by the Soviet forces? 

Dr. Veem. No, we also had meanwhile a German occupation from 
1941 to 1944. 

Mr. Morris. In other words the Soviet Union moved in in 1940, the 
Germans came in in 1941. 

Dr. Vrerem. Yes, and the Russians moved in in 1944 and then I 
escaped. 

Mr. Morris. When did you come to the United States? 

Dr. Veem. About a month ago. 

Mr. Morris. You had difficulty getting into the country did you 
not ? 

Dr. Verm. Yes, I had some. 

Mr. Morris. What was that difficulty ? 

Dr. Veem. Well, several times the procedure was deferred because 
on the ground of financial, but the deferrals were presented in the 
first moment always as rejections to me. I had a hard time to find 
out that it was not an outside rejection definitely but it was a deferral. 
It was several times and finally the doctor in Paris rejected me. 

Mr. Morris. In other words to whom did you apply; was it the 
American Embassy in Sweden ? 

Dr. Vrem. Yes, the American Embassy, the consular section in 
Stockholm. 

Mr. Morris. They were turning you down on a visa on health 
grounds and actually your health is good ? 
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Dr. Vreem. I traveled around this country and I would say it was 
an easy job to speak every day, but I am all right now, I think so. If 
I would have been sick then I would look otherwise not as I do now, 
I think so. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Veem, you have also prepared for the subcommit- 
tee a short sketch of your education and experience. 

Dr. Veem. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. You went to school in Tallinn, Estonia, graduated 
from the University of Tartu, 1935 to 40, elective studies in Erlanger 
again in 1946 and elective studies in Lund, Sweden, 1951. You were 
ordained in February 1947. You served as pastor to Estonian refu- 
gees in Germany from 1947 to 55. You were elected as a pastor to the 
Estonian congregation in Stockholm, Sweden in 1956. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 479” and reads 
as follows:) 

Exuipit No. 479 
KONRAD VEEM 

Address: Klubbacken 10-I, Hagersten, Sweden. 

Nationality: Estonian. 

Denomination : Lutheran. 

Personal data: Born January 7, 1914, in Tallinn Estonia, Single. 

Education : 

School in Tallinn, Estonia. 
University Tartu, 1935-40. 
Elective studies in Erlangen, 1946. 
Elective studies in Lund, Sweden, 1951. 
Experience: 
Ordained, February 2, 1947. 
Served as pastor to Estonia refugees in Germany, 1947-55. 
Elected as pastor of the Estonian congregation in Stockholm, Sweden, 
1956. 

Mr. Morris. You have also prepared a statement, have you not? 

Dr. Veem. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Will you read your statement ? 

Dr. Veem. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. In reading that, will you recognize that, inasmuch as 
you have been sworn, it now becomes sworn testimony ¢ 

Dr. Veem. Yes. When the free Republic of Estonia was occupied 
in 1940 by the Red army, and when a few months later Estonia was 
incorporated into the Soviet Union, the Constitution of the Soviet 
Union, with its stipulation for freedom of religion to her citizens, was 
set into power. 

May I please add here something? Before the Red army occupied 
Estonia in 1940, we had a lend-lease agreement with the Soviet. Agree- 
ment signed by the Estonian Government and the Government of the 
Soviet Union, a lend-lease agreement in which the Government of 
the Soviet Union guaranteed the freedom of our country for 99 
years. This was a perfect agreement, so-called, and the idea was co- 
existence, coexistence and cooperation on trade, exchange of cultural 
activities, but this agreement signed, in which the freedom of our 
Republic was guaranteed for 99 years, was broken in less than 1 
year. 

But there is absolutely no religious freedom. As everything was 
ruled and overruled by the instrument of materialistic dialectics, so 
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was it, also, with the treatment of the church. The Government ma- 
terialized all churches. 

According to the philosophy and practices, every property belongs 
to the people. All church institutions, every piece of property, natur- 
ally, shes: the church buildings themselves, were confiscated. Conse- 
quently, the ideology of the atheistic state is the manager of the houses 
of worship. 

Mr. Morris. Excuse me just a minute. 

Senator Hrusxa. It is necessary that I go to the floor of the Senate. 
We are in session. Before I leave, suppose, Mr. Morris, I swear the 
other two witnesses, and you continue with the questions and I will get 
back as soon as I can, if the business of the Senate permits. Will the 
other two witnesses scheduled to testify please rise—I will proceed to 
swear you now, so you may testify a little later. 

Do you and each of you solemnly swear the testimony which you 
will give in this hearing will be the truth and the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 

Dr. Mazrersx1. I do. 

Dr. Renxo. I do. 

Senator Hruska. You may proceed, Dr. Veem, and please excuse 
me. 

Dr. Vrerem. So, the congregations have to pay rent to the Govern- 
ment for the church building. This rent is very high. The rent for 
living space for pastors is seven times higher than for every other 
citizen. This had the result that the clergy left their parsonages and 
are living in the poorest conditions. The electric current for churches 
became 14 times higher than for ordinary citizens. When a congre- 
gation was indebted because of forcing some new project, the property 
was taken away, but the obligations remained. 

Bibles, New Testaments, hymnbooks, and every other kind of reli- 
gious literature have been confiscated and destroyed by the state. 
lhere are no Bibles printed. The church press was liquidated. Re- 
ligious education was strictly forbidden, and teaching the Gospel to 
children or youth became a crime punishable under the Criminal Code 
of the Soviet Union. It was considered as counterpropaganda. 

Clergymen were watched carefully. They were constantly called 
for interrogations, mostly at night. Clergymen were pressed to give 
information about members of their flock. Sermons were taken in 
shorthand. The living word of the Gospel became a mere academic 
lecturing without any connection with the present life and the present 
problem. 

Every clergyman who tried to continue his duty according to his 
conscience and not according to the interest of the Communist gov- 
ernment was arrested, killed, or sentenced and driven to forced labor 
in Siberia. 

This is the base and the situation of church life in Estonia today. 
Almost everything that belonged to the church, every kind of church 
activity which would have been considered in former times as natural, 
is out of existence. 

The state now controls, and, even more, rules the church. The 
present Bishop Jaan Kiivit was never elected according to church 
law, but he was appointed by the Communists. But even this is not 
enough. The appointed bishop is not running his office. The state 
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declares that there is no living space available for the bishop in Tal- 
linn, a town with 150,000 inhabitants, so he has to travel about 6 
hours to Viljandi, where he has his apartment. The office of the 
church is run by a trained agent, and the appointed bishop is used 
for signatures, appearances on peace conferences of communistic type, 
and exhibitional tours to western countries. 

Bishop Kiivit stated here in the United States a year ago that there 
were 170 church buildings in Estonia. This is, certainly, actually 
the number of church buildings before World War II. According 
to the Tallinn broadcasting station on January 28, 1946, a total of 103 
churches were destroyed or damaged. This means that only 67 
churches are left. A few of them are not used for worship because 
of lack of pastors; a few are used as gymnasiums, warehouses, mu- 
seums, etc. 

Bishop Kiivit declared also here in the United States that the actual 
membership of his church is 350,000. He did not mention that be- 
fore World War II the total was 850,000. He slipped quietly over 
a loss of 500,000 church members. Bishop Kiivit stated also that 
there was a seminary for training theologians. As a matter of fact, 
there is none. 

It is a well-known fact that agents are placed everywhere; so, also, 
into the church. The church is infiltrated by agents who even are 
trained in the field of theology One of my fellow students in the- 
ology in the University of Tartu, Estonia, Johannes Lepasaar, was 
studying theology by order of the Communist Party. This hap- 
pened to be before the Reds took over our country 

While I was questioning the German prisoners returning to their 
home country in 1955-56, and so collecting information about the Es- 
tonians in Siberia, I definitely found out that there is a church in 
the underground, a church in catacombs all over Russia. This is 
an entirely evangelical movement run by laymen. As a rule, they 
do not organize “themselves, but they work from person to person 
and are extremely active. 

The Greek Orthodox Church in the catacombs has banned the 
Patriarch of Moscow, and that is a well known fact also to him. 
The church in the catacombs, whatever denomination it is, bluntly 
refuses cooperation of any kind with the official church which is ruled 
by the state. And as far as it is possible to make a statement, the 
underground movement is growing. To establish contacts with the 
church i in the catacombs, however, i is impossible to the West. 

The official church in the Soviet Union is being used by the Reds 
to advance the cause of world revolution. Therefore she establishes 
contacts, arranges exhibitional tours of agents in clerical robes to the 
free world, spreads purposely false information, creates the desire 
for cooperation even with the strongest enemy of the church. 

The exchange visits have seriously undermined the hope that the 
Christians of the West would help Christians in Russia. 

Mr. Morris. On behalf of Senator Hruska, Dr. Veem, I would like 
to thank you very much for your statement. 

Thank you. 

Dr. McIntire, is Dr. Mazierski the next witness ? 

Will you give your name and address to the reporter ? 
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TESTIMONY OF DR. ROMAN KAZIMIERS MAZIERSKI, OF THE POLISH 
REFORMED CHURCH IN EXILE, LONDON, ENGLAND 


Mr. Morris. Will you give your name and address? 

Dr. Mazrersx1. My name is Roman Kazimiers Mazierski of the Po- 
lish Reformed Church in exile. I am living now in London, Eng- 
land, as a refugee. 

Mr. Morris. Have you prepared for the subcommittee a short bio- 
graphical sketch ? 

Dr. Mazrersxt. That’s right. 

Mr. Morris. That indicates that you were born in Poland and you 
now are of the Evangelical denomination. 

Dr. Mazrersxi. I was born in Poland in 1899 in a place called 
Kolomyja. 

Mr. Morris. Your education is set forth on this particular sum- 
mary you have made and the same for your experience. 

Dr. Mazrersxr. Yes. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 480” and reads 
as follows:) 

ExuHiBit No, 480 


RoMAN KAZIMIERZ MAZIERSKI 


Address: 38, Hillcourt Road, London, SE. 22, England. 
Nationality: Polish (stateless). 
Denomination: Evangelical Reformed (Presbyterian). 
Personal data: Born August 9, 1899, in Kolomyja (at that time), Austria. 
Married. One child. 
Education : 
High classical school in Kolomyja and in Prague (Bohemia). 
The theological faculty of the University of Lwow. Master of arts degree 
in 1921. 
Studies in philosophy, psychology, and education at the same university 
from 1933 to 1936. 
The theological faculty of the University of Warsaw, Poland. Bachelor 
of divinity degree in 1938. 
Experience : 
Ordained pastor to Evangelical Reformed Church of Poland, December 
1938. 
es Protestant chaplain, captain to Polish forces at the end of 
August 193! 
Interned with a part of Polish forces in Rumania from September 18, 1939, 
to February 8, 1941. 
Prisoner of war in Germany from February 8, 1941, to April 1, 1945. 
Liberated by the United States forces. 
Back on active service with Polish forces (under British command) from 
May 1945 to September 1949. 
From 1948-49, until the present time, minister to the Polish Reformed 
Church in exile (headquarters in London, England). 


Mr. Morris. You have already prepared a statement. 

Dr. Mazrersxi. That’s right. 

Mr. Morris. Will you now read that into the official record ? 

Dr. Mazrersxt. Shall I read the title first ? 

Mr. Morris. Please do. I think it will be very helpful. 

Dr. Mazterskr. Statement of Rev. Roman K. Mazierski, Poland, 
on how the Communist regime in Poland is controlling the churches 
and using their clergy for propaganda purposes in the Western World. 

Ministr y of Cults in the Polish People’s Republic is controlling on 
behalf of the Communist government all churches and their clergy 
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in Poland. This office is using the clergy for Communist propaganda 
pup in the free world by sending them to various ecclesiastical 
conferences and instructing them what to say. When they return 
home, after having done their job, they receive golden medals and 
decorations from their Communist dictators. 

A conference which some of these spokesmen for communism will 
attend is the third assembly of the Lutheran World Federation, August 
15-25, 1957, Minneapolis, Minn. To this conference are to be coming 
from Poland the following Lutheran Church representatives: 

(1) Bishop Karol Kotula, elected head of the Polish Lutheran 
Church under the pressure of the Polish Communist regime which re- 
fused to acknowledge for this office the pastor whom all church mem- 
bers designated, that is, Professor of Theology Jan Szeruda. 

(2) Bishop Zygmunt Michelis, of the Polish Lutheran Church, who 
is completely subservient to the Communist regime, and because of 
it is regarded even by his own coreligionists as an evil spirit, due to 
his bad influence upon Bishop Kotula and other clergy. He is at the 
same time the chief ecumenical leader in Poland. 

(3) Theology Prof. A. Wantula, a former Lutheran pastor in Silesia 
(a district of Poland) who, during the last war, accepted German 
nationality (Volks deutsche), was drafted into the Nazi Army which 
fought against Allied Forces in Italy, and was taken prisoner of war 
by them. By protesting his former Polish nationality, he obtained 
an immediate release and was appointed Protestant chief chaplain with 
the Polish forces under British command, first in Italy and later in 
London, England. After demobilization, he returned to Poland and 
soon afterward started writing letters to some of his former colleagues 
in chaplaincy urging them to “blow away the mist and smog out of 
the London propaganda by their strong decision and return as soon 
as possible.” 

(4) Theology professor and director of the state-maintained 
Protestant Theological Academy in Poland, Dr. Wiktor Niemezyk, 

(5) The editor of Evangelical Watchtower, the official organ of 
the Polish Evangelical-Augsburg (Lutheran) Church, Miss Irena 
Heintze-Goller. 

In connection with the imminent arrival for the Lutheran World 
Federation in Minneapolis, it is worthwhile to recall what those lead- 
ers had to say: 

(a) Onthe 10th anniversary of the conquest of Poland by the Soviet 
Army in 1944 in their official church organ, The Evangelical Watch- 
tower—see exhibit I. 

Mr. Morris. The exhibit I is on the next page, is it not ? 

Dr. Mazrersxi. Yes. Do you want me to read now exhibit I? 

Mr. Morris. Why don’t you read exhibit I at this time? 

Dr. Maztersk1. Good. Exhibit I, translation from Polish to 
English done by Rev. K. Mazierski, excerpts from the official organ 
of the Polish Evangelical-Augsburg (Lutheran) Church Straznica 
Ewangeliczna, The Evangelical Watchtower, July 15, August 15, 1954, 
No. 14-15, pages 201-202. Rev. Prof. Dr. W. Niemezyk, July 22, 
1944—the 10th Anniversary, July 22, 1954. 

The 22d of July is a particularly solemn day in the life of every citizen of 
the Polish People’s Republic. Since 9 years past, it marks the anniversary of 
an event which started a new epoch in Poland’s history. In the year 1944 the 
Soviet Army and, fighting together with it arm in arm, the First Army of the 
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Polish Forces, created on the brotherly Russian soil by the initiative of the 
Polish Patriots’ Union, were engaged in liberating the eastern territories of 
our country from the Hitlerite captivity. At that time the local national council 
which was created in Warsaw during the occupation and consisted of repre- 
sentatives of parties and social organizations, being the highest secret authority 
of Poland, had appointed the first Polish Government called: The Polish Com- 
mittee of the National Liberation. A temporary capital of Poland became 
Lublin where, on July 22, 1944, there was proclaimed the illustrious July Mani- 
festo as the first act of the reborn Polish State. 

With pride and joy looks every Pole upon the day of July 22 as the national 
and state feast. * * * Amongst those who, with pride and joy are celebrating 
it, are also we, the Poles of Protestant faith. * * * 

* * * We would prove to be very ungrateful if we remained silent now, 
especially since untrue news about the persecution of churches in Poland were 
circulated lately in certain foreign circles. We are taking the advantage of the 
present occasion in order to witness to the truth. The picture of the contem- 
porary church shows the nursing and development of the religious-ecclesiastical 
life and its possibilities; in which we not only did not suffer any impediments 
from the side of the state authorities, but had their full support for our enter- 
prises within the frames of the established, legal, political, social, and economical 
order. For this we are paying our homage and thanksgiving to the People’s 
Government. And because of this we are able to take part today without any 
restrictions with the whole nation in the joy and pride of the progress of the 
People’s Poland in her first decade. 


May I continue now ? 

Mr. Morris. Please do. 

Dr. Mazrersxi. On their preparations for the Evanston Congress 
of the World Council of Churches in 1954 and the propaganda ma- 
terials they were to bring along to the United States of America at 
that time—(See exhibit 11—translation from Polish to English done 
by Rev. R. K. Mazierski.) 

<xcerpts from the official organ of the Polish Evangelical- Augsburg 
(Lutheran) Church Straznica Ewangeliczna, The Evangelical 
Watchtower July 15—August 15, 1954, Nos. 14-15, pages 215-216. 

Rev. Prof. Dr. Wiktor Niemezyk, before the World Ecumenical 
Conference : 


* * * The World Council of Churches constitutes an organization of Christian 
churches of all denominations (but Roman-Catholic) and embraces 161 churches 
from 48 nations of the world. To be a member of this organization a church 
must have at least 100,000 believers, and for this reason, of all the Protestant 
churches in Poland, only the Evangelical-Augsburg Church belongs to the World 
Council of Churches, and has the right to send 2 delegates to its conference as 
being organized. The supreme council of our church has delegated to the con- 
ference in Evanston in August, instant, the Bishop Karol Kotula and the Reverend 
Dean Professor Dr. Wiktor Niemezyk. 

* * * Also in our Evangelical-Augsburg Church in Poland, its leading repre- 
sentatives had been invited to hold discussions over the subjects of the Evan- 
ston conference, while our church had accepted in principle the theses prepared 
by the department of studies, but fulfilled them by certain additional points, in 
particular with regard to problems of the social, international and racial-ethnical 
nature. Besides that, the delegates of our church will take part in the pre- 
Evanston preparation conference in Chicago and in the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion Conference on the 13th and 14th of August 1957, the departure of the dele- 
gates of our church, Bishop Kotula and Rey. Prof. Dr. Niemezyk will take place 
on August 9, instant, by air through Paris, Brussels, London, New York to Chi- 
eago and thence after a 2 days’ conference of the Lutheran Federation to Evans- 
ton, in the State of Illinois. 

Notwithstanding these preparatory activities for the Evanston conference, our 
Evangelical-Augsburg Church in the Polish People’s Republic decided to con- 
tribute in its own way toward the strengthening of the ecumenical link with 
member churches of the World Council of Churches. It is namely preparing 
a publication entitled: “Ten Years of the Evangelical-Augsburg Church in the 
Polish People’s Republic.” 
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* * * This publication has to fulfill two tasks: It is, first of all. a work under- 
taken by the faculty of the Protestant theology of Warsaw | niversity in order 
to honor the 10th anniversary of the People’s Poland—22 VII 1944-54 


and 
then, in its English edition, it will be distributed amongst the partakers of the 


Evanston conference, some of whom might encounter the false news about the 
persecution of churches in Poland, as they are being spread in some circles 
abroad, and after reading through the contents of this publication they will see 
for themselves that these news are entirely thought out, because this publication 
brings before the very eyes of its readers a picture of nursing and development 
of the religious-ecclesiastical life and its various possibilities in which the Evan- 
gelical-Augsburg Church in Poland not only did not suffer any 
from state authorities, but had and now has thei 
enterprises. 


impediments 
full backing for its 


On the attitude of Communist regime in Poland toward Protestant 
churches there—at the press conference during the annual meeting 
of the Lutheran World Federation Executive Committee in Vienna 
February 14-19, 1955). (See exhibit III.) 

(A) Theol. Prof. Dr. Wiktor Niemezyk, director for the new 
state-maintained Christian Theological Academy, near Warsaw, Po- 
land (after the free Protestant Theological Faculty at the University 
of Warsaw was liquidated by the Communist regime), stated to the 
press that: 

It was not true that the education of clergy takes place only in ecclesiastical 
seminaries, because this academy (of which he is the director) is a state institu 
tion, has the right to confer degrees, and its lecturers have the right to the titles of 
professors (Ecumenical Press Service No. 8, dated February 25, 1955) 


(B) Bishop Karol Kotula, at the same press conference, had de- 
clared that— 

The Communist Government in Poland had put an end to the prewar privi 
leged position of the Roman Catholic Church and established an equality of all 
religions * * * Polish Lutherans have acknowledged the new boundaries of 
Poland as created by the Potsdam agreement, which Catholics did not do yet 
(press bulletin of the National Lutheran Council, dated February 17, 1955). 

Mr. Morris. Thank you very much. 

I am reserving my questions until Senator Hruska returns from his 
voting. 

Dr. Mazierskr. Shall I leave my seat now? 

Mr. Morris. Please do, while Reverend Renko reads his statement. 

Give your name to the reporter. 


TESTIMONY OF REV. IWAN RENKO, MINISTER OF THE 
UKRAINIAN BAPTIST CHURCH 


Dr. Renxo. My name is Rev. Iwan Renko. I was born in the 
Ukraine, and am minister of the Ukrainian Baptist Church. 

Mr. Morris. Where do you reside ? 

Dr. Renxo. I am residing now in this country. 

Mr. Morris. In the United States? 

Dr. Renxo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. When did you leave the Ukraine? 

Dr. Renxo. In 1944. 

Mr. Morris. And when did you come to the United States? 

Dr. Renxo. A few years ago. 

Mr. Morris. A few years ago? 

Dr. Reno. Yes. 
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Mr. Morris. Reverend Renko, will you read your statement as you 
have prepared it? 

Dr. Renxo. Thank you. All-Ukrainian Christian Baptist Union, 
with its headquarters in the city of Kiev, with some 2,000 churches, 
was closed in 1930 and 1931, and the president, Rev erend Kostukov, 
was taken away and never came back home. Out of these many 
churches, officially nothing remained by 1941. There were other Prot- 
estant groups like E vangelic al Christians, Pentecostals, Mennonites, 
and even the Ukrainian Autonomous Orthodox Church is not in exist- 
ence now. 

May I add here one thing, sir? When this Ukrainian Baptist 
Union was organized and it was in the time when the Ukrainian 
people proclaimed their independence in 1917 and were fighting for 
their preservation, then this work began among my people and this 
union was organized. 

Since the World War II to the present time, Rev. Alexei Andreev 
becomes the superintendent of the Ukrainian Baptist Churches in the 
Ukraine. This Andreev came to the United States in 1956, represent- 
ing these Ukrainian Baptists, and gave much false propaganda. 

In 1928, there was a Baptist world gathering held in Toronto, 
Canada. To this gathering came about a dozen Russian Baptists 
with their leaders, Reverend Odendzov as president, and Iwan Klish- 
nikov, general secretary. These men had nothing to do then with the 
Communist Government. They were recognized by all Christians as 
true and faithful servants of God, elected ‘by the church people. To 
the same gathering came also Mr. Andreev, being not a Baptist then. 
All these Baptist men went back and, as far as I know, none of them 
is alive today. They were taken, one by one, and disappeared. But 
Andreev is still living and is appointed by Moscow to be the super- 
intendent of the Ukrainian Baptists with headquarters in Kiev. The 
Ukrainian Baptists didn’t ask him; neither they elected him to take 
this position. He was the man that came to this country in 1956, 
together with other delegations headed by the Metropolitan Nicolai. 
He is the man who removes and appoints preachers according to his 
wishes. He is responsible to Jacob Zhidkov and Alexander Karev, 
and they are responsible to Maj. Gen. George Karpov, in charge of all 
religious affairs in Moscow. 

Mr. Morris. I would like to have the record show at this point that 
Maj. Gen. George Karpov has been identified before the Senate In- 
ternal Subcommittee by Mr. Yuri Rastvorov, who was formerly a col- 
onel in the NKVD, as a major general in the secret police, even 
though he is in charge of religious affairs in Moscow, that he is in 
fact, a major general in the Russian secret police; Soviet secret police. 

Dr. Renxo. May I add one sentence in connection with Andreya? 

Mr. Morris. Will you hold that until Senator Hruska returns? 
Will you wait until he returns?) Remember it, and hold it until Sen- 
ator Hruska returns, and just read this. 

Dr. Renxo. All right. About Zhidkov and Karev, up to the Sec- 
ond World War were not Baptists, and immediately after the Second 
World War these men, as well as others of their close coworkers, be- 
eame leaders of the new, created by force, Evangelical Christian Bapt- 
ists for political purposes. 
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The Communists used these men and their signatures at the close 
of World War II, calling Evangelical Christian Baptists to unite 
with them in fight for liberation of their country. Second, to propa- 
gate among the Baptists of the world that under Soviet regime they 
have freedom of religion. ‘Third, to use these men by sending into the 
free world personally to convince the Western World that the Chris- 
tians have not suffered for their faith from the Soviet Government, 
and that the Christians of the West should unite with them in peace- 
ful coexistence. 

The Christians under the Soviet rule in the Ukraine have not their 
own association. They have not their own elected leaders. They 
cannot hold their annual conference. They cannot have services for 
children or Sunday schools, no young people’s meetings, no Bible 
schools, no publications, no religious literature. Many churches are 
not used by the congregations as places of worship, but they are used 
for other purposes. 

My church was taken from me and my life was in danger and I had 
to escape. Many of my colleagues, Baptist preachers, are not preach- 
ing now, and I know nothing of their whereabouts. Many of them 
died for their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no religious 
freedom in the Ukraine. And I add just one sentence here, if I may. 
What is there? It is entirely directed by the Government. 

Mr. Morris. Would you just stand by until we see what the situa- 
tion is on the Senator? 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Morris. Senator Hruska, in your absence, the last two witnesses 
finished the reading of their statements in their entirety, and I would 
like to offer for the record those statements as they have just been 
read. 

Senator Hruska. Those statements will be received and made a part 
of the record. 

(The documents referred to were read in full by the witnesses and 
may be found in the subcommittee files. ) 

Mr. Morris. I would like to point out some of the features of this 
particular testimony, so it might be amplified by question and answer. 

Reverend Renko has pointed out that the church in the Ukraine is 
under the direction of aman named Andreev. He says: 

Mr. Andreev is still living and is appointed by Moscow to be the superintendent 
of ail Ukrainian Lapitists with headquarters in Kiev. The Ukraine Baptists 
didn’t ask him; neither did they elect him to take this position. He was the man 
that came to this country in 1956, together with other delegations headed by 
the Metropolitan Nicolai. He is the man who removes and appoints preachers 
according to his wishes. He is responsible to Jacob Zhidkov and Alexander 
Karev, and they are responsible to Maj. Gen. George Karpov. 

Senator, I put into the record that Major General Karpov has been 
identified by sworn testimony before this committee as an NK VD 
general, a general in the secret police, even though he has a position 
in the religious life in the Soviet Union. 

They say the feature of that testimony is that these people do come 
to the United States and they do come here in the cover of ministers of 
the Gospel. 

Senator Hruska. Thank you, Mr. Morris. 
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Mr. Morris. That was the feature of Reverend Renko’s statement. 
You wanted to add something, and I suggested that you reserve that 
until the Senator comes back. Will you add that now? 

Dr. Renxo. I wanted to add this one thing that there are many good 
faithful Ukrainian Baptist preachers and jeaders who are still alive, 
but these religious leaders in Moscow didn’t find one of them to be 
loyal to them to appoint a Ukrainian Baptist leader for the Ukrainian 
Baptist people. 

Well, I wanted to add this and I am pleased of this, that they haven’t 
found. 

But I am sorry that Andreev is appointed and he directs it—a Rus- 
sian Baptist man. 

Mr. Morris. Do you consider as these people come into the United 
States that they do come into the field of internal security as far as we 
are concerned ¢ 

Dr. Renxo. These men should appeat 

Mr. Morris. Pardon ¢ 

Dr. Renxo. I didn’t get your question. 

Mr. Morris. Do they present a problem bearing on the internal 
security of the United St: ites In your opinion / 

Dr. Renxo. I think so. 

Mr. Morris. All right. 

Senator Hruska. Will that be all, Mr. Morris? 

Mr. Morris. I would like to ask 1 or 2 questions of the last 2 wit- 
nesses, Dr. Veem and Dr. Mazierski. 

Dr. Veem made a very interesting point. I thought that perhaps 
vou might want to amplify on it. He says that in Estonia there is a 
church of the catacombs, I wonder if you would tell Senator Hruska 
about that particular situation. 

Dr. Verm. It is not only Estonia, but Russia. I got the informa- 
tion while I was questioning prisoners of war who have been for many 
years in Siberia and among them was one clergyman who himself 
was in touch in connection with those laymen who are working in the 
catacombs. I am using this term because you would probably say 
the underground but the underground is a political term and the 
church in the catacombs is an old Christian general term. 

They are not organized because an organization could be destroyed 
with a stroke. But they are very active and working from person 
to person, passing the word of God and being very anti the gov- 
ernment. But to get in touch with these people is impossible. So 
if church leaders from the United States go over to Russia, they 
have their connections made with the official man, but not with the 
real church in Russia. 

Mr. Morris. Senator Hruska, Dr. Veem does amplify on that in his 
statement. 

Senator Hruska. That’s fine. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Veem, you were reading the statement as Senator 
Hruska left. May that statement go into the record with the other 
two? 

Senator Hruska. That statement will be made a part of the 
record. 

(The document was placed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Morris. Thank you, Dr. Veem. Reverend Mazierski, do you feel 
that all these people who are coming into the United States for this 
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federation in Minneapolis, these people insofar as they are con- 
nected with. it, associated with the Communist government, do you 


think they should be subject to scrutiny by the Internal Security Sub- 
committee 4 


Dr. Mazrersx1. I do. 

Mr. Morris. Can you amplify that in any way? 

Dr. Mazrerski. On the grounds of previous experience. You see 
wherever they went before, for instance, I quoted their pronounce- 
ments in Vienna 2 years ago during the Lutheran World Federation 
Conference where they praised the Communist governments for bring- 
ing at least equality of religion and favorable conditions for churches 
in Poland which is not true. We had real freedom before the war 
but not under the Communist rule now. And all churches have no 
real freedom. If they are coming here, they will do the same sort 
of propaganda. By the way, sir, I would like to draw your kind 
attention to the exhibit Il, where I mentioned one important and 
essential active point namely when they were hoping to be able to 
come in 1954 to Evanston they prepared a publication in the Eng- 
lish language in which they praised the Communist government for 
what this government did for the Lutheran Church in Poland and 
they were going to distribute them freely in Evanston here in Amer- 
ica to deceive the people. 

It is in the very same way as they distributed Evangelical publica- 
tions in Czechoslovakia and Hungary. I have only the front pages 
of them. They were distributed. “They are in 1954 during the WCC 
conference in Evanston. I couldn’t get or take the full publication 
because I was traveling by air. I wonder whether those men coming 
this year and having those Polish-E nglish publications not distrib- 
uted because they were prevented from coming to Evanston in 1954, 
they might come with full suitcases of Polish publications in the 
English ‘language from 1954. I can’t guarantee it but I assume it. 

Mr. Morris. Excuse me, that signal again was the signal for Sen- 
ator Hruska to go to vote. With apologies we will have to ask you 
to discontinue that line of answer. 

Senator Hruska. If that concludes your questions, Judge Morris. 

Mr. Morris. I could develop it more but in view of the fact that 
you have another vote I think I will finish with what I have done. 

Senator Hruska. Do you think you have covered the field suffi- 
ciently to get enough detail for the purpose of the committee records ? 

Mr. Morais. Yes, we are just making a survey of this general situa- 
tion, just in the view of informing the Senate in case there is some 
hearing or legislation bearing on the subject. 

Senator Hruska. Thank you. 

I want to thank you each of you and your sponsors on behalf of the 
committee for having come here. From that part of the testimony 
I have heard and the statements I have read, a great deal of infor- 
mation I’m sure has been derived which will be helpful to us and 
which will be helpful to the objectives of the committee and I am hop- 
ing that sufficient publicity will have been given to some of your 
statements here that the thinking of our public also will be on a valid 
track, on a sound basis with reference to some of these people w hose 
background you have portrayed so well. 

Again I want to thank you for being here and making your con- 
tribution. The meeting is adjourned. 











4374 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


(Whereupon, at 11:45 a. m., the hearing was adjourned.) 

(The following communication from Dr. Fred C. Schwarz, di- 
rector of the Christian Anti-Communism Crusade, was later ordered 
into the record :) 

CHRISTIAN ANTI-COMMUNISM CRUSADE, 
Long Beach, Calif., June 19, 1957. 
Judge Ropert Morgis, 
Chief Counsel, Senate Internal Security, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

Dear JupGeE Morris: Enclosed in an article entitled “The Spiritual Founda- 
tion of the Battle Against Communism.” I trust your committee may find it 
merits publication. I pray it will be effective in the battle against our deadly 
enemy. 

Yours very sincerely, 
Fred C. Schwarz, M. D., 
Executive Director. 


THE SPIRITUAL FOUNDATION OF THE BATTLE AGAINST COMMUNISM 


“What is man, that thou art mindful of Him; and the Son of Man that thou 
visitest him. For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, crowned 
him with glory and honor.”—Psalms 8: 4-5. 

The battle against communism is the battle to preserve the spiritual essence 
of man as the child of God. Communism denies both the being of God and 
the dignity and value of individual man and seeks to replace God and man 
with an integrated mass, euphemistically called the classless society. 

The founder of the theoretical communism, Karl Marx, was an atheist before 
he was a Communist. From his godless basis he built the edifice of Communist 
philosophy and morality. Within this structure he found no place for the tra- 
ditional Christian virtues of righteousness, truth, and love. 

Karl Marx developed a godless philosophy. His philosophy of history he 
termed “historical materialism.” His philosophy of being he termed “‘dialetical 
materialism.” His philosophy of personality he termed “economic determinism.” 


HISTORICAL MATERIALISM 


Briefly expressed, this Marxist doctrine states that all the institutions of 
a civilized society, political, administrative, educational, cultural, and re- 
ligious, are manifestations of the mode of production. That the productive 
forces have operated upon the species Homo sapiens in its emergence from 
the jungles via savagery and barbarism to civilization and created all the insti- 
tutions of society ; they have divided mankind into mutually conflicting classes ; 
each class develops its own customs and culture; its own manners and morals; 
its own religion and righteousness; in terms of its own class interest. The 
operation of the productive forces determines the future. The future lies in 
the womb of the present impregnated by the past. The future will develop 
independently of the wish or will of individuals. 

Classical Marxism taught an inevitable historical development of capitalist 
society, due to the action of the productive forces, leading to an inevitable 
revolutionary destruction of capitalism and the establishment of socialism. The 
genius of communism is manifest in the Communist zeal they have been able 
to generate to make the inevitable come to pass. 

Possibly Lenin’s greatest contribution to Marxist theory was his emphasis 
upon the historic role of the Communist Party as the organizer of the inevitable. 


DIALECTICAL MATERIALISM 


It is obviously impossible within the confines of this article to deal compre- 
hensively with this complex philosophy. Marx produced it as a synthesis of the 
Dialectic of Hegel and the Materialism of Feuerbach. It constitutes the intel- 
lectual religion of communism. Possibly its outstanding feature is its proof 
of the religiosity of communism. Despite their vaunted scientific intelligence, 
in their relation to dialectical materialism they manifest the blind faith of the 
most impassioned religious devotee. The slogan is “Nature acts dialectically.” 

Significant features of the dialectic are: 

1. The universality of change. 

2. The progressive nature of change. 
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3. The zig-zag pathway of change. This concept is so important to Com- 
munist strategy that it merits more detailed consideration. 

Dialectical progress is a series of advances and retreats toward a fixed ob- 
jective. The goal remains fixed; the pathway of advance reverses itself con- 
tinuously. It is like hammering in a nail. It would be extreme foolishness to 
bring the hammer down with a resounding blow and continue to push fiercely on 
the head of the nail. When the blow has spent itself, the hammer is with- 
drawn. Viewed as an isolated action instead of as part of a process, the hammer 
is not now advancing the nail. It is impossible to judge the goal of communism 
from their direction of advance at any point. The objective remains inviolate, 
the direction of advance constantly reverses itself. Lenin wrote an article. 
One Step Forward; Two Steps Back. The Chinese children are taught the dia- 
lectical march, 3 steps forward, 2 steps back. 

Applications of this dialectical principle in Communist strategy and tactics 
are innumerable. To judge changes within communism as irreversible is to 
ignore both history and the dialectic. The goal, total Communist world con- 
quest isinviolate. All else is dialectical strategy. 

4. Conflict is the dynamic of change: This is another extremely important 
principal of the dialectic. It assumes that everything is interpenetrated by its 
opposite. In any situation progress is determined by the conflict of these inter- 
acting opposites. The established force is the thesis; the counteracting force is 
the antithesis. The conflict between them is the dynamic of progress. 

From this dialectical base Marx conceived the existence of the class war as 
the fundamental fact of capitalist society. This war is between the 2 classes, 
the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. The bourgeoisie class is the established class 
within capitalist nations, the class which owns the means of production. The 
proletariat is the oppressed class, the class of labor, existing in a state of wage 
labor slavery. Khrushchev says “Capitalism is slavery.” He is a faithful Com- 
munist religious devotee, albeit no novice. 

The universality of the class war continues to be the cardinal tenet of the 
Communist faith. In official Communist literature the less offensive name 
“class struggle” is substituted of recent days. This is in line with their universal 
“peace” offensive. 

The Communist mind is proof against the objective evidence of facts. The 
picture of America as the land of slavery and class war has become ridiculous 
in the light of a nation in which 10 million own shares in common stocks, 40 
million own United States savings bonds, and 100 million own insurance policies. 
The proletariat is a vanishing class. This is very hard on Marxist doctrine. 
To the Communist the doctrine both precedes and supersedes the evidence. Their 
latest criterion for the assessment of proletarian class relationship is the mental 
and emotional! attitude. Those who identify themselves with Communist ideology 
and morality are proletarian. 

5. Revolutionary change: The thesis-antithesis conflict reaches a crisis point. 
Slow gradual change gives way to rapid fundamental change. The antithesis 
negates the thesis. There is a transformation of quantity into quality and a new 
direction of progress emerges known as the synthesis. The synthesis now 
becomes a new thesis-antithesis conflict; the process repeats itself. A new 
critical point is reached. A second negation takes place—the negation of the 
negation. The original direction of progress is reestablished with a difference 
in both quantity and quality. 

From the foregoing dialectical jargon one important practical point emerges; 
the necessity of revolution. The Communists classify themselves as revolution- 
ary Socialists. They renounce utterly the concept of gradual change through 
reform. That is undialectical, unscientific. The term “Reformist” is an epithet 
of ridicule and contempt. Revolution is the core of scientific reality. As a bride 
looks forward to the day of her adorning; as an expectant mother looks forward 
to the day of her deliverance, the Communists look forward with leaping pulse 
and bated breath to the coming of the revolution. 

The Communists have always arrogantly proclaimed that the revolution would 
have to be one of force and violence. This was the theme song of Marx, Engels, 
Lenin, and Stalin. In line with their present dialectical strategy they are play- 
ing down the theme of violence. Nevertheless, their heart remains the same. 


ECONOMIC DETERMINISM 


This Marxist doctrine attributes the formation of individual intelligence, per- 
sonality, character, emotional, and religious life to the economic environment. 
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What a man thinks and feels, whom he loves and worships, merely reflects his 
economic environment. The family is an institution built out of the necessity to 
preserve private property. The continuing love of a mother for her child is a 
manifestation of capitalist economics. The universal concepts of truth, justice, 
and morality indicate the historical universality of class struggle. The idea of 
God is a creation of the class struggle and the function of the idea of God is to 
sedate the revolutionary impulses of the masses and maintain them in the chains 
of their capitalist slavery. Religion is the opiate of the masses. Crime and 
criminality are the projection of capitalist economics into character and person- 
ality: drunkenness and prostitution are exerescences of capitalist society. Per- 
sonal responsibility does not exist. Attitudes and actions merely express the 
class relationship of the individual to his capitalist environment. There is a 
class morality, a class ideology, a class personality. Good and evil, beauty and 
ugliness, truth and falsehood are replaced by class good and evil, class beauty and 
ugliness, class truth and falsehood. Proletarian and bourgeois good contradict 
each other. Proletarian truth is the bourgeois lie. 


THE COMMUNIST PARTY 


Lenin conceived and organized the Communist Party. It humbly acknowledges 
itself to be the vanguard of the working masses, the brain of the proletariat. 
It has the historic role of organizing the revolution and the ensuing “dictatorship 
of the proletariat.” It is the historically ordained instrument of progress. It 
is the mind of the proletariat made articulate. Its will is the wish of the prole- 
tariat ; its decision and choice constitute absolute proletarian truth. The simple 
fact that the proletariat itself is totally unaware of all this is irrelevant. 

The party has a totalitarian structure organized according to the Leninist doc- 
trine of democratic centralism. This structure is pyramidal. Beginning at the 
base the individuals in the local organizations elect their delegates to the district 
council. The delegates must be uninstructed. At the district council, decisions 
once reached are binding on every member and everywhere below. This process 
is repeated through an ascending scale of committees until the central committee 
is reached and lastly the executive of the central committee, in Russia previously 
known as the Politburo, now infamous as the Presidium. 

Decisions at each committee level are unanimously binding on each committee 
member and everywhere below. The summit is reached with the Presidium. 
Decisions taken here are absolutely binding on every member of the Communist 
Party. Unanimously the Presidium presents its decision and the reasons for it 
to the central committee. The decision is universally acclaimed. The members 
of the central committee convey the message to the next committee level. The 
duty here is to accept and work out steps for the application to the practical 
environment of the decision handed down. The process repeats itself until every 
Communist has heard, accepted, and applied the decision. 

Whoever can secure the majority vote in the top committee is absolute. Stalin 
was the fulfillment, not the perversion, of Communist organization. Every Com- 
munist throughout the entire world became his absolute slave. Their lives and 
thoughts were his personal property. No ancient slavemaster ever had more 
absolute power over his human chattels than Stalin had over his Communist 
personnel. He disposed of their lives with a wave of his hand. Theoretical 
communism and Stalinism are synonymous. 


THE PROMISE OF COMMUNISM 


Communism promises to scientifically regenerate mankind. This is a seduc- 
tive promise. It is based on an application of economic determinism. Since 
environment determines mind, character, and personality, a totally controlled 
environment will produce a totally controlled mind, character, and personality. 
All they need to do is conquer the world, destroy the capitalist system, establish 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, so control the economic process and everyone 
in it that the experiences they receive will generate the chosen characteristics of 
mind and heart. Socialism will spontaneously achieve this. From birth the 
babies will live in an environment based on service, cooperation, and unselfish 
ness. The characteristics of unselfish cooperative service will be built into the 
personality; as the babies grow to children, the children to adolescents and 
adults, everyone gives because it is better to give than to receive; the hand of 
no one is raised in anger against his brother; the coercive state withers and 
dies; there is no longer the need for a police force because there is no task for 
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the police to perform; there is no need for an income tax because everyone 
joyously gives of his skillful best to the creation of universal abundance and 
merely retains his own limited needs. There is an eternal farewell to vice and 
crime, pride and prejudice. Famine, pestilence, and war become words from an 
unregretted past. In cooperative brotherhood and universal happiness man- 
kind lives in the golden day of communism that has dawned upon the earth. It 
is indeed a seductive vision. 

It is easy to understand the appeal of this promise to the student mind, intox- 
icated with the excellence of its own intelligence, contemptuous of tradition and 
religion, and infatuated with scientific method. The vision is as enticing as it 
is delusional. 

CASUALTIES OF COMMUNISM 


This philosophy and program necessitate the rejection of historical Christian 
virtues. The ax is laid to the root of the tree of liberty. The death knell is 
sounded for all that makes life beautiful. 


THE VALUE OF THE INDIVIDUAL 


The individual is insignificant, the class is significant. The unit is valueless, 
the species alone worthwhile. In applying their allegedly scientific program 
the Communists are confronted with the problem of the established classes and 
individuals who make up the population enslaved by the dictatorship. In 
these the environment has fulfilled itself. They think, believe, love, and wor- 
ship in an established pattern. They constitute the environment of many of 
the young. With scientific realism the Communists acknowledge the need to 
liquidate these diseased social classes. Life is cheap; the individual is nothing. 
Viewed from the perspective of history it would be ridiculous to hesitate about 
the disposal of a generation or two. Individual animals simply do not count. 
As Lenin said, “What does it matter if three-quarters of the people perish, 
providing the remaining quarter is Communist?’ To hesitate to destroy a 
diseased social class indicates unregenerate bourgeois mentality and morality. 
To destroy becomes the moral Communist duty. 

The tragedy of communism is not merely that it murders but it makes murder 
a moral and a righteous act. In former days Communists in America would 
openly discuss the need to liquidate one-third of the American people subse- 
quent to Communist conquest. This constitutes their minimum scientific duty. 
To shun it would prove them unworthy of their historic ordination. 

If the present Communist program of infiltration, subversion, degeneration, 
confusion, and conquest is successful in America, some stoic souls may be able 
to take comfort in their hour of execution with the thought that they are dying 
in the interests of the scientific regeneration of the animal species home sapiens. 
Others, of whom I personally am one, will find this cold comfort indeed. 


TRUTH 


Truth is a casualty of class war. Truth is relative to the class struggle. 
Man is a material machine. His machinery is the brain. This is the store- 
house of life’s experiences, particularly those received as babies and young chil- 
dren. Truth is indicated by one set of electronic brain impulses. These are 
determined by past experiences. The experiences of the individual are limited. 
The experience of the Communist Party is limitless. It is the synthesis of the 
experience of history. Truth, absolute truth, emerges from the decision of the 
Communist Party at its highest committee level. 

The mature Communist must be able to submit his memory and judgment, 
his senses and their evidence to the superior mind of the Communist Party. If 
the dictates of the party contradict his memory and the evidence of his senses 
he must nevertheless be able to believe the dictates of the party with sincerity, 
passion, and conviction. He must be mad. 

It is impossible for a Communist to lie in the interests of communism. Any 
statement in the interests of communism is, by definition, proletarian truth. The 
end does not merely justify the means; it defines and sanctifies it. 


RIGHTBOUSNESS 


Lenin said, “Proletarian morality is determined by the exigencies of the class 
struggle.” He also said, ‘The party is the mind, the morals, and the conscience 
of our epoch.” Whatever advances the cause of communism and hastens Com- 
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munist world conquest is good, whatever hinders it is bad; whatever favors 
communism is righteous, that which opposes it is unrighteous. Russian Presi- 
dent Klementi Voroshiloy boasted to Ambassador William C. Bullitt in 1934 that 
in the year 1919 he persuaded 11,000 Czarist officers at Kiev to surrender by 
promising them that if they should surrender he would allow themselves, their 
wives, and their children to return to their homes, but, on their surrender, he 
executed all 11,000 officers, all male children, and sent the wives and daughters to 
the brothels for the use of the Red Army. He mentioned casually that none 
of the females survived life in the brothels more than 3 months. 

This unspeakably vile act was truthful, beautiful, and righteous within the 
framework of Communist ideology and morality. Voroshilov is a Communist. 
He was acting as a Communist. He had a conscience clear as spring water and 
a sense of duty nobly done. 

THE CHURCH 


The church is a bourgeois organization to oppress the proletarian class. None- 
theless it has a “contact with the masses,” to use a Communist term. It must 
ultimately be destroyed but meantime it can be scientifically used. Thus, as 
soon as communism assumes power, the program for the church becomes one of 
enslavement and ultilization prior to destruction. The church is persecuted and 
terrorized, the legitimate leadership is destroyed or neutralized, crypto-Com- 
munist leadership is installed, an organic denominational unity is fostered, and 
the church becomes a temporary instrument of Communist policy. It can now 
serve as a very useful instrument to confuse and deceive visiting church delega- 
tions concerning the true nature of communism. 


THE SPIRITUAL CHALLENGE 


Communism is godless materialism in arrogant organization; godlessness 
naked and unashamed. It denies God and bestializes man. It robs man of 
spirit and soul and even of mind itself. It deifies dictatorship and beautifies 
murder; it sanctifies slavery and educates insanity. The spirit of man is the 
eternal enemy of every principle on which communism stands. Those seeking to 
oppose and defeat communism must rally the resources of the spirit of free men 
in holy anger against brutal Communist treachery and murder and subtle Com- 
munist deception and seduction. 

Religion relates man the creature to God the Creator. It is a tragedy when 
organized religion fails to recognize an enemy as total, as subtle, and as destruc. 
tive as communism. 

The battle against communism is the responsibility of the children of God. 
Communist godlessness must be answered with the manifestation of a godly 
character and life; Communist morality of monstrous murder must be opposed 
by the passion of redeeming love. 

Material means alone will never defeat communism. The spiritual powers of 
mankind must be mobilized in an upsurge of rededication to the heritage of free- 
dom as the supreme gift of God to man. Devoted to their heritage, filled with 
faith, ready to renounce selfishness, indolence, and greed and to give themselves 
in love, men of God must arise in this hour of need. The godless shall be hurled 
back from the gates. Peace, truth, goodness, and love shall not perish from the 
earth. 
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